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Summary of the HTAsiaLink 2018  
 

In 2010, a network called HTAsiaLink was established by many countries in the Asia-Pacific region to 
strengthen collaboration between Health Technology Assessment (HTA) agencies. Currently, the 
HTAsiaLink network has 34 members from 17 countries, as well as 2 associate members from HTA 
agencies from 2 other countries located outside of the Asia-Pacific region. Since its formation, HTAsiaLink 
has become a forum for engaging in academic activities, research, and information/knowledge exchange 
relevant to health technology assessments.  

One important event that has been held annually since the beginning is the HTAsiaLink Conference. The 
purpose of the conference is to provide a venue for knowledge exchange on how HTAs can be used to 
support policy-making in universal health coverage, research capacity development, and exchanges of 
opinions and viewpoints between researchers, experts, policy-makers, senior executives, and 
representatives from relevant agencies to link evidence to policy making and implementation. The host 
of the HTAsiaLink Conference rotates between members, and the conferences held over the past 6 years 
have experienced great success. 

In 2018, the 7th HTAsiaLink Conference made a return to Thailand and was co-hosted by the Health 
Intervention and Technology Assessment Program (HITAP) and the Health Technology Assessment 
Program at Mahidol University from 8-11 May 2018 in Chiang Mai, Thailand. The theme of the conference 
was “Testing Treatments: Strengthening HTA for Better Healthcare”, and its aim was to facilitate 
information and knowledge exchange about past experiences for selecting health technologies for which 
there are supporting evidences, to strengthen HTA network in Asia.  

 

Format of the conference 
• Special lectures/sessions by experts 
• Discussion of concept and experiences from HTA studies and implementations 
• Oral presentation of research by upcoming academics from member countries, divided into 2 

tracks: Economic evaluations, and Health System Research 
• Exhibitions to disseminate news and updates, research documents, and other relevant materials, 

participated by the HITAP, Health Technology Assessment Program of Mahidol University, the 
National Evidence-based Healthcare Collaborating Agency (NECA) of South Korea, and the 
International Decision Support Initiative (iDSI) 

• Award Ceremony for Outstanding Contributor and Certificates for Oral presentations 
• Presentation about HTAsiaLink 2019 
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Participants 
Since the conference is an HTAsiaLink internal activity, all participant groups registered via an online 
system, consisting of: 

• 34 local and international professionals and experts (8 local and 26 international) who were 
invited as speakers, presenters, commentators, and moderators. 

• 59 local and international researchers who presented their studies 
• 148 executives, academics, and personnel from relevant local and international agencies for a 

total of 241 people 

Event Details 
• Special Lecture on “The Assessment of Pharmaceutical Treatments for Cancer” by Prof. John 

Cairns 

 

• Discussion of concept and experiences from HTA studies and implementations 
a) Political Economy of HTA to support UHC by Dr.Somsak Chunharas, Dr.Daphne Khoo, and Prof. 

Jeonghoon Ahn 
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b) Using service delivery platforms to strengthen health systems: an extension of cost-
effectiveness analysis and case study by Prof. Peter C. Smith, Katharina Hauck, Ranjeeta 
Thomas, Lumbwe Chola, and Anthony Kinghorn 
 

 
c) Evidence to inform policy making on vaccine introduction: experiences from China and 

opportunities across Asia by Prof. Mark Jit, Dr.Yot Teerawattananon and Dr.Soewarta Kosen 

 
d) Introducing HTA for Alternative & Traditional Medicines (ATM) by Prof. Olivia Wu,  

Dr.Pakakrong Kwankhao, and Dr.Junainah Sabirin 
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e) Publishing – understanding the editorial process and authors responsibilities by Assoc. Prof. 
Wendy Babidge and Dr.Asrul Akmal Shafie 

 
 

f) Experience of using unsafe or ineffective health interventions and technologies by Prof. 
Dr.Pisake Lumbiganon, Dr.Yaolong Chen, and Dr.Karen Hofman 

 
 

g) Current efforts and challenges in assessing unproven practices by Dr.Rintaro Mori, Dr.Seok-
Hyun Kim, and Dr.Kalipso Chalkidou  
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h) Potential solutions and actions and future commitment needed to overcome the problems by 

Associate Prof. Dr.Su May Liew, Dr.Hyeong Sik Ahn, and Dr.Jasmine Pwu  

 
 

• Oral presentation of research by upcoming academics from member countries, divided into 2 
tracks: 
a) 38 abstracts in Economic Evaluations 
b) 21 abstracts in Health System Research 

  

 
• Exhibitions to disseminate news and updates, research documents, and other relevant 

materials participated by: 
a) HITAP 
b) Health Technology Assessment Program, Mahidol University   
c) NECA, South Korea 
d) International Decision Support Initiative (iDSI) 
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• The Award Ceremony for oral presentation considered 59 topics from upcoming researchers 

and a total of 4 persons per track were awarded: 
a) Economic Evaluations: 

i) First prize winner: Soon Swee Sung 
ii) Second prize winner: Kankamon Kittrongsiri 
iii) Third prize winners: Nitichen Kittiratchakool and Ong The Due  

b) Health System Research:  
i) First prize winner: Sarayuth Khuntha 
ii) Second prize winner: Liang Lin 
iii) Third prize winners: Jia-jie Jin and Sermsiri Sangroongruangsri  
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• Presentation about HTAsiaLink 2019: 
Dr. Young Sung Lee, representative of the HTAsiaLink Board and Chairman of the NECA, South 
Korea, presented information about the date and venue of the 8th HTAsiaLink Conference in 
2019. It will be held from 23-27 April 2019 in Seoul, South Korea. 

 

Summary of Conference Evaluation 
Out of a total of 241 participants, 36 evaluation forms were collected for rate of 14.94%. A summary of 
the evaluation is shown below: 

 
• Number of participants by country (from online registration): 

Country Total Country Total 

AUSTRALIA 2 PHILIPPINES 10 

BANGLADESH 1 SINGAPORE 8 

BHUTAN 3 SOUTH AFRICA 6 

CANADA 2 SOUTH KOREA 9 

CHINA 22 TAIWAN 5 

GHANA 1 THAILAND 106 

INDIA 4 UNITED KINGDOM 16 

INDONESIA 14 UNITED STATES 1 

JAPAN 5 VIETNAM 6 

MALAYSIA 20 Total 241 
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• Overall satisfaction regarding conference speakers 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

• Overall satisfaction regarding content usefulness 
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• Overall satisfaction of logistics arrangements 
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